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Through a collaborative effort of multiple UF/IFAS livestock agents and state specialists, the Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS), Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Florida Cattlemen’s
Association a series of infographics were designed that highlight the positive impacts ranching makes to the
environment, how it influences the economy, how ranchers utilize best management practices and how they

play a part in a safe food supply.
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54+
million

acres of pasture

and rangeland,
representing

15.6%

of the state’s total
land area, used
predominantly for
beef and dairy cattle
production.
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veat's calf crop, which

Florida had an
inventory of

1.63
million

cattle and calves,
including

886,000

bheef cows.
In CY 2017, Florida
producers received

$502
million

from sales of cattle
and calves. Most of

the revenue came
from sale of the

numbered 790,000.
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contribute

231
million

pounds of beaf

annually. Which is the
equivalent of

334
million

meals to consumers.t

These infographics have been distributed
Congressmen), state policy makers (160 Senators and Florida Representatives), consumers and

full-time and part-time jobs,

$16.8 billion

in industry output or revenues,

$7.65 billion

in value added or
Gross State Product, and

$4.64 billion

in labor incoma (employee
wages, salaries, benefits,
business owner income).

In addition, the industries contributed

$712 million

in state and local government
tax revenues and

$1.16 billion

in federal tax revenues.

fishing, hunting and wildlife viewing.
Some large cattle ranches in Central
and South Florida have partnered with
the Water Management Districts to
provide on-site water impoundment
as a low-cost option to enhance water
quality and reduce flooding.

Other non-marketed ecosystem
services offered by cattle ranches
include provision of wildlife habitat,
maintenance of biodiversity, air and
water purification, carbon storage,
moderation of extreme weather events,
genaration and preservation of sails,
and control of agricultural pests.

Although the ecosystem services
mentioned above have not been
formally valuated, UF/IFAS economists
recently estimated their value to the
state as $4.6 billion annually.

industry, with the regicnal Seminocle and Miccosukee
tribes managing large ranches.

Until the 19230's many Florida cattle were descended
from the early Spanish herds. Known as cracker
cattle, they are now preserved as a rare breed. Today,
the breeds that dominate Florida beef production
have both European and Indian heritage.
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Cattle by-products are used in
millions of everyday things such as

cosmetics, crayons,
bandages, sheetrock
and leather goods.

They also provide important medicines and
supplements such as

insulin, heparin
and vitamin B12.
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Pastures and rangelands also support
recreational activities such as

fishing, hunting and
wildlife viewing.
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Lake Ckeechobee watershed are currently enrolled
in the Notice of Intent BMP program, and

325,000

acres have been enrolled in a
BMP cost-share program.*
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11,000

individual BMP projects had
been implemented since the
program began in 2005.
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5 million

acres of Florida agricultural
land are enrolled in BMP programs.
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The Value of Agricultural
Research and Extension

Best Management Practices include:

* Maintaining adequate vegetative cover by adjusting stocking
rates and using prescribed grazing systems. Well-established
and managed forage stands effectively reduce soil erosion,
absorb nutrients, and provide nutrition for livestock.

It is estimated that every

$1 invested

in agricultural research and Extension results in a

return of $20

from increased productivity.®

e Carefully planning watering and feeding sites.
o Carefully planning temporary holding areas.

# Using structural techniques to abate pollution.
& Minimizing offsite water discharges.

Minimizing the potential for erosion.*

Well-managed cattle
ranches work in

harmony with the

natural environment,
providing wildlife habitat,
hiodiversity, air and water
purification, carbon
storage, moderation of
extreme weather events,
soil preservation, and
control of agricultural
pests. In Florida, the dollar
value of such ecosystem
services is estimated at
$4.6 hillion annually.*

palmetto, bald cypress trees and
sabal palms.

The extensive open spaces on ranches are crucial for
protected wildlife species with a large home range, such

as the Florida panther and black bear. The mosiac of
habitats on ranches, including pastures, woodlands and
wetlands, provide homes for many notable wildlife species,
including the bald eagle, American alligator, gopher
tortoise and more.

Water

Some large cattle ranches in Central

and South Florida have partnered with
Water Management Districts to provide
on-site water impoundment as a low-
cost option to enhance water quality and
reduce flooding.t

Well-managed beef cattle grazing systems and improved feed
production practices can reduce the carbon footprint of beef and
contribute to the reversal of global climate change.

Land

Florida cattlemen are dedicated to preserving the
land and its resources by entering into conservation
easement agreements and assisting public land
managers through managed grazing leases.
Conservation easements allow public and private
organizations to purchase property rights, such

as development and land-use conversion rights, that are needed to

accomplish specific water resource and environmental protection goals.

Wetlands constitute 15-25% of grazed land. and
Florida ranchers have enrolled 185,496 acres in the USDA's voluntary
Wetland Reserve Easement program, which purchases the development
rights to the wetlands and restores the hydrology of these areas.®

national policy influencers (128 Senators and

ranchers, and on many avenues of social media. It is impossible to gage how these infographics have
truly impacted the agricultural industry.

Through this effort consumers and policy makers gain a better understanding of the progressive food
system, an appreciation for the efforts made by producers, and a clarification of misinformation abou
the health of our food supply. These infographics foster supportive policy regarding research, nationa

and statewide conservation funding, and ranching advocacy.
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