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The goal of this educational project was to 
start an educational conversation about hay 
quality that would be listened to by 
producers. The number of samples sent to 
the UF/IFAS Extension Forage Testing 
Laboratory for quality analysis was 
approximately 5 per year, yet Columbia 
County hay sales are $6 million plus per year. 

 Collect hay samples for analysis.

 Share results with hay & livestock 

producers.

 Start a conversation.

Through field visits and phone 

calls, contact was made with 

local hay producers about 

collecting hay samples and 

sharing the results. 
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As a result of this project:

 Approximately 60 samples have 

been sent in over the last 3 years

 Those involved, involved others.

 Other projects:
 Soil moisture probes

 Data shared with researchers for a 

water modeling project concerning 

nutrient leaching

 Herbicide demonstration an on farm 

trial

 1 farm hired an outside sales rep

 1 farm stopped cutting/using lower 

quality hay to feed his own cows

 Shared findings at local events and 

to other interested individuals


